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What is MLA?What is MLA?

It is the Modern Language Association’s It is the Modern Language Association s 
standardized method for citing sources 

d f tti  and formatting papers

F   i f i  i i  h // l /For more information visit: http://www.mla.org/
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Why use MLA?Why use MLA?

• It is required in all English and Humanities coursesIt is required in all English and Humanities courses

• It provides your readers with references so they can It provides your readers with references so they can 
look up more information on your topic

• It helps integrate quotes and other source material

• Most importantly, it helps avoid plagiarism
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Other Documentation StylesOther Documentation Styles

• APA: The American Psychological Association’s y g
standard for documenting sources and formatting 
papers.  (Typically used for Social Sciences.)

• Chicago Style: This is another style of documentation 
also used for Humanities and Social Sciences

_____________________________________________

Don’t confuse these with MLA.  Each style has specific 
documentation and formatting guidelinesg g
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The 
Basic Basic 

Format
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In-text CitationsIn text Citations

• According to MLA guidelines, you must cite any quotes or 
h d iresearch used in an essay

• After using a quote, put the author’s last name and page 
number in parentheses  

• The first gambling Web site appeared in 1995, and online gambling has since 
become the most lucrative Internet business (Will 92). 

• or, George Will reported that in 2002 Internet gambling surpassed 
pornography to become the Internet's most lucrative business (92). 

• In your Works Cited list: Will, George F. "Electronic Morphine." Newsweek
25 Nov. 2002: 92. http://honolulu.hawaii.edu/legacylib/mlahcc.html

_____________________________________________
Note: Quotations should come at the beginning and end of the 

quote.  A period should be placed after the author’s name and 
 b  i  thpage number in parentheses.
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The Works Cited PageThe Works Cited Page

• Works Cited pages must be included on a Works Cited pages must be included on a 
separate sheet of paper at the end of an essay

• Each source you reference in your paper must 
b li d h k Ci dbe listed on the Works Cited page  
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Sample Works Cited PageSample Works Cited Page
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A Simple Way to Cite SourcesA Simple Way to Cite Sources

No matter what type of source you used, you No matter what type of source you used, you 
will always include the following information 
on your works cited page:y p g
– Author
– Title 1 (article, poem, story, etc. in a larger work)
– Title 2 (volume, book, or website)

Example: Fairbanks, Jesse.  “Getting the Most out of 
Microsoft Power Point.”  Microsoft For Dummies.
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BooksBooks

After you’ve included author and title information, After you ve included author and title information, 
you’ll need to add:
– Editors, translators, or compilers

– Publication place

– Publishing House

– Publication Date

http://www.csufresno.edu/library/

E l  All d  I b l  D ht  f F t  T  Example: Allende, Isabel. Daughter of Fortune. Trans. 
Margaret Sayers Peden. New York: Harper, 2000.
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Journals, Magazines, and NewspapersJournals, Magazines, and Newspapers

After you’ve included author and title After you ve included author and title 
information, you’ll need to add:

Volume or issue– Volume or issue

– Publication date

Relevant pages– Relevant pages

Example: Kaplan, Robert D.  “History Moving 
North ”  Atlantic Monthly  Feb  1997: 21 3North.   Atlantic Monthly. Feb. 1997: 21-3.
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Web PagesWeb Pages

After you’ve included author and title information, y ,
you’ll need to add:
– Journal number or web page edition

bl– Date of publication
– Relevant pages
– Date of accessDate of access
– URL

Example: Shiva, Vandana.  “Bioethics: A third world issue.”  
Native Web. 15 Sept. 2001.  18 Dec. 2003 
<http://www.nativeweb.org/pages/legal/shiva.html>.g g g
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Online DatabasesOnline Databases

After you’ve included author and title information, y ,
you’ll need to add:
– Volume, number, date, and page (the same information as 

a journal citation)j )
– Subscription database name (Proquest, etc.)
– Source of database (Clovis Center Library, Clovis)

Date of access– Date of access
– URL

Example: Young, Jennifer.  “The Health Perils of Freshman 
English Classes.”  JAMA.  65.3 (2008): 43.  Proquest 
Direct.  Clovis Center Library, Clovis.  10 Oct. 2009.  
http://www umi com/proquesthttp://www.umi.com/proquest
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Further MLA Citation InformationFurther MLA Citation Information

To cite other types of texts on a Works Cited To cite other types of texts on a Works Cited 
page see:

- The Bedford Handbook 

- http://www.dianahacker.com/resdoc/p
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Things to Remember about MLAThings to Remember about MLA

• MLA does not require a cover sheetMLA does not require a cover sheet

• Sources listed on the Works Cited page must be in Sources listed on the Works Cited page must be in 
alphabetical order

• All quotes must be cited even if you’ve cited the 
source earlier in the paperp p

• Do not insert an extra space between paragraphsDo not insert an extra space between paragraphs
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