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April 2015
Dear Entering Freshman,
The College of Science and Mathematics (CSM) congratulates you on your admittance to Fresno State!  As a major in the College of Science and Mathematics, you are invited to participate in one of two exciting programs for freshmen designed to prepare you for success in your major. 

1. College of Science and Mathematics - First Year Experience (CSM-FYE)
	This program consists of a 4-day Summer Experience and two classes during the academic year (CSM 10 in Fall 2015 and CSM 15 in Spring 2016) all connected through the theme of environmental sustainability.  The Summer Experience program will be held Monday, Aug. 17th, 2015 through Thursday, Aug. 21th, 2015, from 8am – 5pm daily. This program is designed to ease your transition to Fresno State by meeting faculty and other freshmen, learning about University and college resources, and actually doing some science! 
	After the Summer Experience program, you will have guaranteed enrollment in two General Education (GE) classes designed to help you build skills and knowledge needed for success in your upper division major courses. In fall 2015 you will be enrolled in CSM 10 (The Scientific Method, GE area A3), and in spring 2016 you will enroll in CSM 15 (Evidenced Based Decision Making, GE area E).  Both courses are designed for science and math majors and will explore food, water, and energy resources from a multidisciplinary perspective.  These classes are part of the DISCOVERe program, which means you will use tablets and technology as part of the interactive classroom experience.   As part of the DISCOVERe program students will be required to have a tablet and will be eligible to receive a $500 grant to support the purchase of a tablet at the Kennel Bookstore.
There are many other benefits that you will enjoy by participating in this program including:
· A chance to win either one of two iPads or a $300 gift certificate to the Kennel Bookstore
· Summer and academic support from peer advisors
· Early advising support from CSM Advising and Resources Center
· Free campus support services and resources
· Faculty/Staff support; and 
· E-portfolio support.
	Students will also:
· Participate in hands on science activities in the field and laboratory
· Strengthen study skills, time management and financial literacy 
· Connect with other CSM majors; and 
· Learn how to get involved through student clubs that exist under CSM.
	The 4-day Summer Experience is provided to you at no cost. It is Free!! So, if you are interested in doing all you can to ensure that you are successful in your major, this program is for you!! Although there may not be space for all students who are interested, we strongly encourage all freshmen majoring in biology, chemistry, computer science, geology, environmental sciences, mathematics, natural science, and physics to apply to this exciting program. 

2. Bio-Chem-Phys Science Scholars Cohort 
Bio-Chem-Phys Science Scholars Cohort is a program designed for high performing students who are pursuing a degree in Biology, Chemistry or Physics. This is an academic program where you will be placed in a cohort (the same group of students in each of the cohort classes) that will receive academic support and other services designed to help you achieve success in these STEM related areas. Because students applying to the program must meet certain criteria, and space is limited, not all students who apply to this program may be selected to participate.  If selected, you will enjoy the following benefits:
· Guaranteed enrollment in 5 courses that count towards your major:
· In Fall 2015:
· CHEM 1A (GE area B1)
· ENGL 10 (GE area A2)
· NSCI 4 (GE area A3)
· In Spring 2016:
· CHEM 1B (if CHEM 1A has been completed successfully)
· COMM 8 (GE area A1)
· A chance to meet friends and classmates who can both help with your studies and benefit from your involvement
· Access to special opportunities in your major including, but not limited to, meeting a pre-healthcare school advisor 

[bookmark: _GoBack]We ask that you go online to indicate your preference for program participation at http://tinyurl.com/fresnostatecsm and complete the online application form.  The online form must be completed no later than May 30th, 2015. So Hurry! Register today before all seats are filled.	
If you have any questions, please call our Advising and Resources Center at 278-4150 or email us at arc@csufresno.edu. 
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