Fresno State’s University Student Union Historical Notes:  

Source – Daily Collegian 1964 
9-29-64 “Status of Proposed Union Stands on Uncertain”
The proposed college union failed to garner two-thirds majority vote of the students in the spring referendum.  The proposal will be put to another vote of the students in late October. 

10-1-64
“Editorially Speaking”

- Sterling Johnson, ASB vice-president, said that the student union issue failed last year because the students apparently felt they would not have control of the union.  

10-9-64
“Student Control of the Student Union Recommended by Council”

The Fresno State College Student Council has approved, with one dissenting vote, a recommendation to the Board of Directors of an amendment which would give students control of the proposed student union. 

Rick Arend, chairman of the college union committee, explained that a board will be created consisting of five students, two faculty members, and one representative of the administration. Four of the students will be appointed by the Student Body President.  They must be approved by the Student Council.  The fifth member, the commissioner, will be elected by the student body.  

10-22-64
“Four Years of Administration and Student Work Equals Union Plans

Union planning began in 1960 with former FSC president, Arnold Joyal appointing a committee to student the feasibility of a campus union.

The Association Board of Directors appointed a Union Steering Committee to develop a plan for the union, including aims and specifications. The Union Committee hired architect Allen Lew. 
10-23-64
“College Unions Function to Unify Campus”

 “How will it benefit me?”  Student questions when they go to vote. 

A college union can serve many functions, but basically it is to give students a campus focal point of recreational and cultural activity. 

Fresno State students feel it could also serve as a solidifying force in the life of the college.  Student Body President, Herm Howerton, feels the student union “will tie the student a lot closer to the college.  It will establish a college atmosphere at Fresno State and will be the memory spot for future graduates of FSC.”

Rick Arend, chairman of the college union committee, stated that the student union “will be a means of discussing issues and helping students to get to know each other.”

10-26-64
“Union Site May Be Lost if Project is Delayed”

According to Earl Whitfield, “the site has been set aside for a student union in the Fresno State master plan.”
Projected cost for the union is $2,025,000.  The Student Union Reserve Fund would account of $585,000 of the total.  The remaining monies would come from a $1.5M federal loan, repayable at 3.5% interest over 30 years.  Anticipated opening of the new campus union is fall 1967.  
A Student Union fee would be necessary to operate the program and repay the loan.  The fee would be $9 per semester.  


The Union election is scheduled for October 28-29.  

10-30-64.1 Union Given Overwhelming ‘Yes’ Vote’
The union proposal won the support of 84.02 % of the 3066 (38% of the student enrollment) students who voted.  

The student commissioner will be elected in the student body general elections in December.  The Student Body President will appoint the other 4 students to the union board within two months.  

12-17-64
“Devans Defaults, Somdal Elected”

Gary Iida was elected as the first college union commissioner 

2-10-65 “Powell will head College Union Board”

Frank W. Powell, associate professor of psychology, has been elected chairman of the recently formed college union board.  

Other faculty members are FSC President Frederic W. Ness and Robert A. Carr, associate professor of business administration.  Earle Bassett, director of related educational activities, is the non-voting administrative member. 

Student CUB members are:  Commissioner Gary Iida, Alan Robertson, Cathy Bauer, Rick Dahlgreen, and Charles Walla.  

Four Years Later………….Source, Daily Collegian


11-7-68 “Bowling Alleys mark College Union Debut”

- The College Union (CU) has been 10 years in planning.  It will open its door to the campus at 7 a.m. on Monday, November 11. 

- Earl Whitfield is the CU Director

- The CU is described by the Union Board as the “Campus Living Room” and will provide convenient and inexpensive social and recreational opportunities for students, faculty, staff and guests.  

- The CU was designed by architect Allen Lew of Fresno. 

- The CU will include a coffee shop, barber shop, bowling alley with 12 lanes and 100 pairs of shoes, 13 billiard tables, a small games room with checkers, chess, cribbage, and 3 dimensional tic-tac-toe and tiddlywinks. 

- The coffee shop will have a fireplace along with char-broiled and short-order items.

- The Serendipity entertainment series will be held every other Friday night. 

- The Information Desk will answer questions, give directions, sell tickets to on and off campus events, cash checks, sell stamps, hand out identification cards, and reserve conference rooms. 

- Offices in the CU include Association and Foundation, Alumni, Student Body Offices, Black and Chicano Student Offices, and Information Printing. 

11-08-68 “College Union sparks reactions” 

“It’s fabulous.  All of the décor is simply beautiful”. 

“It’s worth the $9 a semester.  I think all the students and alumni of FSC should be proud of the Student Union.”

“It’s well designed, the most appropriate building on campus.”

“I’m happy that the students finally have a place where they can congregate in a relaxed atmosphere and do their thing, whatever it is.”

“I think it is something that the students really have needed.”  

On November 11, 1968, the College Union opened for business.  College Union dedication week was December 1 – 7.  

